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Dr. Yasser Nimer Abu Hamed

The Level of Political Knowledge Among Students of Palestinian Universities As
Applied t On Students of Al-Najah National University
ABSTRACT :This study aimed to know the level of knowledge among students of Palestinian

universities by applying at the students of Al-Najah National University, The study attempted to
answer the following questions:

1. What is the level of political knowledge among the students of Al-Najah National
University?
2. Does the Palestinian Studies course which is taught to the students of Al-Najah National

University contribute in upgrading their level of political awareness concerning the Palestinian

issue?
To achieve the aims of the study, the following research tools were used: tool of content analysis,
and a test to measure political knowledge among the students of Al-Najah National University. The
validity and reliability of these tools were ascertained. The researcher adopted some statitistical
methods according to the (SPSS) program. The population of the study consisted of the students of
Al-Najah National University who were registered in the academic year 2014/2015 and whose
number was (19891) students. The study was conducted on a random stratified sample of (1000)
individuals, (969) of which were valid for analysis, (31) of which were neglected, (10) of which were
non-recoverable, and (21) were not valid for analysis because of incomplete answers.
The results of applying the test of political knowledge indicated that the level of political knowledge
among the students of Al-Najah University was low. However, the results of the content analysis of
the Palestinian Studies course according to the identity axis indicated that the national dimension
occupied the first rank with a frequency of 336 and a percentage of 44.5%. The Islamic dimension of
the Palestinian identity came in the last rank with a frequency of 109 and percentage of 14.%.
According to the axis of the position vis-a-vis the other, Israel occupied the first rank with a
frequency of 786 and a percentage of 56.5%. China came in the least rank 0.0%. According to the
axis of public participation, the orientation towards firmly establishing the principles of democracy
in ruling came in the first rank and it obtained a frequency of 105 with a percentage of 48.5%,
whereas the role of the Palestinian woman came in the last rank with a frequency of 2 and a
percentage of 1%. As for the axis of the authority and the people, the authority came in the first
rank with a frequency of 321 and a percentage of 71.5%, and the people obtained a frequency of
127 with a percentage of 28.5%. According to the axis of the values having political implication, the
value of the resistance occupied the first rank and it obtaianed a frequency of 106 with a percentage
of 48%. The value of tolerance came in the last rank and it obtained a frequency of 6 times with a
percentage of 3%.
Based on the results of the study, the most important recommendations of the study are the
following: More researches and studies on the political knowledge among students in Palestinian
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universities should be conducted, reviewing by the Deanship of Scientific Research at Al-Najah
National University of the Palestinian Studies course and working on dividing it into two parts, also
new courses should be innovated to be taught to students of Palestinian universities , and these
courses should be related to the political process and which contribute to upgrading the level of
their political knowledge.

KEY WORDS: Political Knowledge—Political Values—Political Attitudes—Palestinian Universities—Al-
Najah National University.
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